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AVERA MCKENNAN RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING 
Health Care Professionals Improve ICU Services

(Sioux Falls, South Dakota – February 7, 2006)  USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen was in town today to present a USDA Rural Development distance learning and telemedicine grant award in the amount of $307,831 to Avera McKennan.  The federal grant will assist with distant learning and telemedicine education.

Jensen said, “Bringing federal dollars to rural South Dakota in support of distance learning and telemedicine technology for advancing education, retention, and recruitment advancement is vital to this area.  This project will benefit over 500 ICU patients and serve Minnehaha, Moody, Gregory, Grant, Bon Homme Counties located in South Dakota, Pipestone and Lincoln Counties in Minnesota, and Holt County located in Nebraska.” 

Avera McKennan will improve ICU services to rural South Dakotans, while maximizing scarce specialist resources, with a remote-care ICU strategy and system.  The system provides nurses’ stations with videoconferencing and additional telecommunications equipment linked to the ICU facilities, patient room monitors, cameras, microphones, and a patient monitoring area at the hub site.  The quality of health care and the ability to gain access to education programs is significantly improved and it betters prepares them to compete in the global market.  

“The grant allows us to leverage resources outwardly, which means that patients in a rural area can have subspecialty care come to them, rather than having to travel.  It means faster response times, fewer emergency transports and treatment in the comfort of familiar surroundings.  All of these result in better patient care,” said Dr. David Erickson, Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer of Avera Health and the lead of Avera eICU CARE.  
USDA Rural Development General Field Representative Kim Anderson also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]