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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FEDERAL OFFICIAL AWARDS FUNDS FOR DAY CARE CENTER
Child Care Facility Opens in Faith
(Faith, South Dakota – January 27, 2006) USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts visited Faith this week to award the federal $5,000 loan and $10,000 grant to the Faith Community Daycare, Inc. 

State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “The USDA Rural Development community facility loan and grant programs help rural towns provide critical needs to local residents, and this project is no exception.” He continued, “Not only are local needs met we believe five jobs will be created in Faith because of this project.” 

A group of parents planned the facility over recent months, including establishing a nine member board of directors and electing Tanya Bushong as the Faith Community Daycare Center President.  The day care will be open for operation beginning on January 30, 2006.  
The facility will be run out of a Governor’s House which was built by prison inmates in Springfield.  The funds for the Governor’ House were awarded through the state of South Dakota’s grant program.  Operating costs for the day care are provided through the federal funding.  This facility has the capacity to hold twenty children and it will provide a fun, yet educational environment for them.  In addition, local families will no longer have to make a one-way 22-mile commute to the nearest day care center located in Dupree.  A waiting list will be kept for those families who have been turned away should a slot become available.  
Tanya Bushong, President of the Faith Community Daycare, Inc. said, “Through the partnership of the USDA Rural Development, South Dakota Housing Authority, South Dakota Office of Child Care Services, local contributors and the Faith Community Daycare, Inc., we have established an outstanding facility for our children from the Faith community and surrounding area.  We are extremely grateful to these organizations for their generosity and effort in obtaining the needed funds.”  She continued, “We are very fortunate to have a strong Board of Directors who worked diligently with these organizations to provide them with needed information.  We will open our doors to children with great pride knowing that we have provided them with a safe, positive learning environment.”

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities. Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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