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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROVIDES FUNDING TO SICANGU WICOTI AWANYAKAPE CORPORATION 
10-Unit Apartment Complex to be Built

(Rosebud, South Dakota – January 31, 2006)  USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen was in town today to present Sicangu Wicoti Awanyakape (SWA) Corporation a ceremonial check in the amount of $750,000 for construction of a 10-unit family detached apartment complex.

“It is well known that there exists a great need for new and better housing throughout the reservation.  These units will assist with providing housing to families who are presently on a waiting list for new and/or improved living units.  This project will provide an affordable avenue for families to attain a more comfortable standard of living,” said Jensen.

Additional housing is needed for people of all groups on the Rosebud Indian Reservation, particularly for families with children who work at the Juvenile Detention Center.  SWA Corporation will construct 10 individual detached homes as an apartment complex targeted towards families of the Rosebud Indian Reservation.  The proposed site is located directly adjacent to other residential housing located to the East, West and South.  The area to be developed is approximately 16.25 acres and sits along U.S. Highway 18 near the Ringthunder Community.  The 515 multi family housing federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $200,000.  
“These funds will help create and achieve ten subsidized family housing units for low income families on our waiting list and provide economic development which is needed for our area.  The SWA Corporation on behalf of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe would like to thank USDA Rural Development staff for all their efforts in providing loan applications and documents, in addition to assisting with advertising and good public relations on their programs for applying for these types of loans/grants,” said Amos Prue, Chief Executive Officer of SWA Corporation.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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