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HOLY INFANT HOSPITAL TO REPLACE HEATING SYSTEM 
Funding Received from USDA Rural Development

(Hoven, South Dakota – July 20, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development, was in town today to present a ceremonial check to Holy Infant Hospital in the amount of $280,000 for the purchase of a new heating system.  The federal funding was awarded through the community facility direct loan program.

“The purchase of the new heating system became a very urgent need of the hospital in a very short period of time.  The old heating system did not meet federal regulations and did not pass the most recent boiler inspection.  By updating the heating system, we were able to help the hospital out in its mission to provide a valuable service to the local community,” said Potts. 
The hospital is presently heated by a coal burning low pressure steam boiler.  This 60-year old  steam boiler will be replaced with two new hot water boilers.  In addition, the old black iron steam piping will be replaced with new insulated copper hot water pipe, along with associated control valves, radiators, etc.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $20,000.
“This loan from USDA Rural Development comes at a critical time for Holy Infant Hospital, benefiting not only Holy Infant, but the entire community.  Keeping medical care in Hoven is basic to having schools, businesses of any type, such as the bank, cheese factory, main street stores, repairs shops, etc. remaining viable.  It is an example of what government entities can and should do.  A helping hand in time of need, not just a handout but a hand up.  If we are to have rural development in South Dakota, the basic needs of people must be available, medical care being a prime example.  The cooperation and help from the Rural Development staff was and is greatly appreciated,” said Jay Duenwald, President of the Board for the Holy Infant Hospital.
USDA Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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