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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CITY OF HOSMER RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDS
USDA Rural Development Funds to Assist with Water System Repairs
(Hosmer, South Dakota – July 25, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present the City of Hosmer with a ceremonial check representing water and waste disposal loan funds in the amount of $124,000 and grant funds in the amount of $155,500 for water system improvements. 
Potts said, “USDA Rural Development funds will assist the City of Hosmer in restoring a valuable resource to its customers.  This project will ensure customers have continued access to a safe and sanitary water supply.”
The existing water tower and underground storage tank are in poor condition and the water distribution system is aged and deteriorated.  The City of Hosmer will become a WEB rural water system bulk user.  The federal funding will be used to upgrade the water system to the level needed in order to provide the service area with quality water at a more efficient and cost effective approach.  The federal funding will be leveraged with state funding of $150,000 and an applicant contribution of $5,000.  
“The receipt of this grant will allow the City of Hosmer to provide our residents quality water well into the future,” said Micheal Schwingler, Mayor of Hosmer.  

USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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