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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CITY OF WOONSOCKET RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDS
USDA Rural Development Funds to Assist with Treatment Facility Improvements
(Woonsocket, South Dakota – July 26, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present the City of Woonsocket with a ceremonial check representing water and waste disposal loan funds in the amount of $143,000 and grant funds in the amount of $42,030 to assist with treatment facility improvements.  
The city’s present system was originally constructed in 1966.  Due to high rates of infiltration and inflow, periodic discharges into a drainage ditch were necessary to keep the system operational.  The city was issued a “no discharge” permit from the Department of Natural Resources. “The federal funding will allow the City of Woonsocket to construct a 13-acre wetland to make up for the storage deficiency,” Potts said.  The wetland cell will add storage capacity to the system and greatly increase the surface area for evaporation and seepage to occur.      
“The City of Woonsocket is pleased to be working with the USDA Rural Development with the funding of the lagoon project,” said John Ball, Mayor for the city of Woonsocket.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Trace Davids and Rural Development Manager Tim Murray also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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