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THIS HOME IS AWESOME
(Black Hawk, South Dakota – June 19, 2006)  John and Dawn Curnow wanted to purchase a home but they didn’t know if they could afford the down payment or if they would qualify for a loan through a conventional lender.

The Curnow’s and their two children were living in a small, overcrowded trailer house.  The trailer park in which they lived had limited space for the children to play and they weren’t allowed to have pets.  In fact, Dawn and the children very seldom stepped foot out of the trailer house. 

The Curnow’s worked with Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills who referred them to the USDA Rural Development office in Sturgis.  Because the family met the program income limits and had a good credit history, Rural Development was able to assist the family with a 502 direct loan.  The Curnow’s received home buyer education, credit counseling, and home maintenance courses through Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills.

The Curnow’s are now living in their dream home with their two children Maddie and John David, two dogs Digs and Sprocket, and two cats Juliet and Angel.  They live in a great neighborhood, have a big yard, enjoy the outdoors, and even planted their first garden.  “Owning our own home has brought our family a lot closer together, John is able to get home often as he works just down the street, and the children have a large yard to play in” stated Dawn.  John said, “This house is awesome!  It’s a mansion compared to where we had been living.  Working with USDA Rural Development staff has been a wonderful experience and we’ve recommended them to several of our friends.”

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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