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HOMEOWNERSHIP - IT’S RIGHT AT THE HEART OF IT ALL
(Box Elder, South Dakota – June 19, 2006)  Larry Peterson, Heather Long and their four children were living in an over-crowded trailer house prior to June 7, 2005.  On this day, their lives were altered considerably.  High winds blew the roof off of the trailer house, leaving the contents inside exposed. They felt that it was the worst day of their lives.

Weeks later, Larry was watching television in their temporary housing inside an apartment building, when he saw a commercial being aired by Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills.  The next day Larry and Heather paid them a visit.  The strong partnership USDA Rural Development has built with them has been very beneficial as they in turn referred them to the USDA Rural Development Office.  USDA Rural Development provided them with the financial means to purchase a Governor’s House.  Larry is grateful to the entities that assisted him and his family in getting on the right track and putting the process in motion to ‘own your future’ – homeownership. 
On February 24, 2006 the family moved into their new home.  Emotions were high on that day as pure joy filled their hearts.  On that windy day in June, that they thought to be the worst day of their lives, turned out to be a blessing in disguise as it brought them to entities that were genuinely concerned about their future. 
Putting his feelings into words with a crackling tearful voice, and his hand pounding his chest, Larry said, “This home is awesome.  It is everything we’ve ever wanted.  We have a house with a basement, garage and a big yard. I feel it right in my heart.”  He continued, “Homeownership has provided us with stability in our lives, our kids can now attend the same school, and we have peace of mind.  None of this would have been possible, without help from USDA Rural Development, Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills and the State of South Dakota.”   Larry and Heather enjoy working in their yard and have made some additional improvements to the house, which includes finishing rooms in the basement.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.
 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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