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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

STURGIS LIBRARY CELEBRATES IMPROVEMENTS
Essential Community Facility Built With the Assistance of USDA Rural Development
(Sturgis, South Dakota – June 19, 2006)  USDA Acting State Director Tim Potts visited Sturgis today to recognize the recent $675,000 loan awarded to the City of Sturgis for the construction of a community library.

“This project demonstrates one way USDA Rural Development can help a rural community,” Potts said.  “A modern library, fully accessible to all, is an essential part of a community.”
The previous library in Sturgis was small and the building structure was sinking.  There was about one foot space between the floor of the building and the ground underneath it.  The project was completed in two phases.  The first phase consisted of remodeling the old fire truck bays into a library area.  The current books and other supplies were moved over to the remodeled area and the old buildings were demolished.  The second phase consisted of the new construction of the library building and remodeling city hall.  Federal funds were leveraged with the City of Sturgis Water Board, Bond Refinancing, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HUD, Alice Wiggins Fund, Meade School District, Meade County, Lushbough Family, City Reserve, Black Hills Corporation and South Dakota Community Foundation.  In addition, several memorials and local contributions were provided for the completion of this project.
“I appreciate all of the congressional delegation’s support on this project, in addition to all of the work and effort USDA Rural Development has provided in making this project a reality.  Without their assistance, it would not have been feasible for the city to complete a much needed community facility,” said Mark Ziegler, Mayor for the City of Sturgis.
In addition to this type of funding, USDA Rural Development has funding available for housing, clean water, high-speed internet, business development, renewable energy, hospitals, and other essential community facility infrastructure.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]