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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

HITCHCOCK COMMUNITY FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC. PURCHASES NEW FIRE TRUCK 
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Purchase of a One Ton Dually Diesel Truck 

(Hitchcock, South Dakota – June 27, 2006)  The Hitchcock Community Fire Department was awarded a USDA Rural Development community facility direct loan in the amount of $31,000 to assist with an emergency vehicle purchase and equipment.  Acting State Director Tim Potts today presented the ceremonial check.
 “The new fire truck and equipment will increase the department’s response time in the event of an emergency and improve the ability of the department to fight fires and is an essential service to rural residents,” said Potts. 

The fire department at present doesn’t own a truck that can assist with fighting fires.  A truck of this nature is needed in this area due to the mobility of fighting grass and prairie fires.  The fire department will purchase a new one ton dually diesel truck with a customized tank and sprayer to be used for fighting fires.  With the condition of the terrain, grass rigs are invaluable for access and safety in the area.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $5,000.

 
“The grass rig will allow us to get into the fields better so we don’t have to take our larger trucks of the road.  This 4-wheel drive pickup will also pull our 8’ X 20’ enclosed trailer which houses our jaws of life and other equipment to the scene of accidents and other emergencies,” said Dale Oechsle, Fire Chief for the Hitchcock Community Fire Department, Inc.  
USDA Rural Development Manager Dave Franssens also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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