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TORONTO MAKES SANITARY SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING ASSISTS WITH UPGRADES
(Toronto, South Dakota – June 28, 2006)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present a ceremonial check to the town of Toronto in the amount of $1,027,000 representing USDA Rural Development water and waste disposal loan funds in the amount of $429,000 and grant funds in the amount of $598,000.

Potts said, “The upgrades to the wastewater treatment facility are needed for the town of Toronto to assure the community has a functioning wastewater treatment facility to meet their existing and future needs.”

The federal funds will be leveraged with the state of South Dakota funds totaling $325,000 and an applicant contribution of $101,242.  The funds will be used to replace all existing sewer lines within Toronto and add two additional cells to the existing sewer pond.  
“The replacement of our existing sewer collection system and the addition of two cells to the sewer pond will provide a huge benefit for families, businesses and future growth for the town of Toronto.  It’s taken a lot of coordination among many agencies and we’re thankful for the assistance we’ve received from Rural Development, First District, SPN & Associates, and the DENR,” said Monte Kerzman, Mayor of Toronto.  He continued, “Rural Development has been crucial for their financial support of the projects, which will allow Toronto to remain a competitive, prospering community.”
Rural Development Specialist Vickie Moes also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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