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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERS 
COMMUNITY FACILITY LOAN AND GRANT FUNDS
YMCA, YWCA, Boys and Girls Scouts, and Camp Fire Girls Eligible Applicants
(Huron, South Dakota – June 8, 2006)  USDA Acting State Director Tim Potts wants to remind the public that USDA Rural Development is committed to building stronger, more vibrant rural communities across South Dakota.  Community facilities are essential to the quality of life in rural communities.  USDA Rural Development offers community facility direct and guaranteed loans, and grants to public bodies, Federally recognized Indian Tribes and not for profit organizations and to develop community facilities projects in rural areas and towns with 20,000 populations or less.  A recent change in the program clarifies the eligibility of YMCA, YWCA, Boys and Girls Scouts, and Camp Fire Girls.
“While it has been the stance of community facilities that any eligible project must be open to all citizens, there is an exemption to the rule in Title VI, Part 15a.14 ‘Membership practices of certain organizations’ that allows these groups to be eligible applicants.  This exemption allows these groups to borrow for things such as office space and equipment, etc.” Potts said.

USDA Rural Development is ready to assist with community facility projects.   In addition, we can work with local lenders – including banks, savings and loan associations, mortgage companies, and Farm Credit System banks – to offer loan guarantees to help build essential community facilities.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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