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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH ACTIVITIES PLANNED
USDA Rural Development is Active Participant
(Mitchell, South Dakota – June 8, 2006)  In recognition of Homeownership Month, many activities will be highlighted across the state including USDA Rural Development working in conjunction with the Planning and Development District III to host two open houses on June 13th.  The two homes utilized the South Dakota Housing Development Authority’s Governor’s House program.  Planning and Development District III added garages and basements to the homes to make them unique.  The first open house will be held from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon at 502 Delevan Court and 502 ½ Delevan Court (northeast side of town) in White Lake, South Dakota.  The second open house will be held from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at 440-6th Street and 500-6th Street (northeast corner of town) in Emery, South Dakota. 
At Rural Development we are committed to the future of rural communities by helping as many people as possible achieve the American Dream of owning their own home.  This month we are proud to celebrate homeownership and the role it plays in providing economic security for families, stabilizing neighborhoods and helping to create stronger communities.  
USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts said, “So far in 2006, USDA Rural Development in South Dakota has invested $56.4 million to help more than 625 families.  We have assisted others in achieving their dream of homeownership, and we’d like to have the opportunity to assist you, too.”

President Bush has declared June "National Homeownership Month." This is a time to reflect on the important role homeownership plays in American society, especially in rural America. Homeownership is a foundation of the American economy, helping to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and services and build prosperity.  The 2006 theme for Homeownership Month is “Own your future”. 

To find out more about our home ownership programs for yourself, a family member or someone you know, call us at (605) 352-1100, contact one of the ten USDA Rural Development offices in the state that assist rural communities (office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton), or visit our web site at www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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