[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CITY OF HOSMER RECEIVES USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Project Awarded $3,000 for System Upgrades


(Hosmer, South Dakota – March 16, 2006)  USDA Rural Development staff participated in a ceremony for the City of Hosmer where State Director Lynn D. Jensen presented a water and waste disposal grant award totaling $3,000 for system upgrades. 

“This funding represents a federal commitment to rural water users and the people they serve. The quality of service will be improved for Hosmer residents,” said Jensen.
In January of 2005, a major line break caused by ice damage drained the water tower.  The existing water distribution system and storage facilities for the City of Hosmer were in need of emergency repairs.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $1,500 to assist with the cost association with making system improvements.  
“One of the improvements that needed to be made and has been made, was an emergency escape hatch in the tower.” said Michael Swingler, Mayor of Hosmer.
USDA Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at  http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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