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                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

EUREKA COMMUNITY BENEVOLENT HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION TO PURCHASE ADVANCED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT WITH RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Hospital Will Provide Improved Service to Local and Surrounding Communities

(Eureka, South Dakota – March 16, 2006) Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented Eureka Community Benevolent Hospital Association with a community facility direct loan in the amount of $72,145 and a community facility special initiative grant in the amount of $50,000 to purchase advanced medical equipment.  
Jensen said, “This new equipment will allow this critical access hospital to optimize patient care and improve service to individuals in the McPherson County area.  Radiology and other imaging services have become critical to the diagnosis and determination of a patient’s extent of injury.”  
According to the 2000 Census, McPherson County has the highest population of people over the age of 65 in the state of South Dakota.  This is one of the reasons that services need to continue to be provided locally for the elderly residents.  The hospital’s x-ray equipment was outdated and in need of replacement.  Funding will be used to purchase up-to-date x-ray equipment to enhance the radiological imaging services.  Improvements made with the funding will make the hospital better able to meet current medical technology requirements, increase efficiency, and improve services to the local and surrounding communities.  
“The money received for this project has been a blessing,” said Robert Dockter, CEO of Eureka Community Health Services/Avera.  He continued, “It is essential to stay current with technology to offer the highest level of care for our patients.  In the absence of programs like the ones through USDA Rural Development many of us could not make advancements with our tight margins.  USDA has become a great partner for frontier healthcare in South Dakota and for that we are very grateful."

USDA Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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