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TOWN OF LONG LAKE RECEIVES USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Improvements to be Made to Community Center


(Long Lake, South Dakota – March 16, 2006)  USDA Rural Development staff participated in a ceremony for the Town of Long Lake where State Director Lynn D. Jensen presented a community facility grant award totaling $9,247 to be used to repair the roof on the town office and community center.  
“The improvements made to the community center, which is used as the town office, gym, senior citizens meals, and various other activities, will prevent further damage and provide a safe environment for those who utilize the facility,” said Jensen.

The Town of Long Lake was in dire need of repairs to its town office and community center.  Leakage from the roof caused damage to the main electrical panel and ceiling plaster is following off the walls in some areas.  Assistance was sought from USDA Rural Development due to lack of local dollars.  
“The financial assistance the Town of Long Lake received from USDA Rural Development has given us our community center back for many years to come and we appreciate the assistance very much.  We now have the option to put the whole building back to use and help ease the struggle that sometimes faces small rural communities,”  said Rod Hoffman, Chairman of the Board for the Town of Long Lake.
USDA Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at  http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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