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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                         Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 


MIDSTATES COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEELOPMENT CONFERENCE – MACH 22ND 
Featured Speaker is Malcolm Chapman 

(Sioux City, Iowa – March 6, 2006)  The sixth annual Midstates Community and Economic Development Conference will be held Wednesday, March 22nd at the Sioux City Convention Center, 801 Fourth St. The focus of the one-day program is to offer successful strategies and innovative ideas to advance community and rural development in the three state region. The conference is a joint partnership of agencies and organizations in Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota. Over 200 local leaders from the region attended the 2005 conference.

Beth Davis, president of South Dakota Rural Enterprise, will introduce the Open Space Process during the morning session. Participants will create and manage the agenda around the theme Big Hairy Audacious Goals for the Region.

Malcom “Chap” Chapman from the Chapman Group in Rapid City, S.D., will be presenting the afternoon program discussing the model he designed, Harvesting the Company Mind. This process will help community members more effectively provide extraordinary customer service and market their communities.

Eight workshops on successful community development efforts in entrepreneurship, finding resources, and community development will be presented by local leaders who were “in the trenches” and will answer questions on what it takes for a successful local development project.  

The conference has been planned by Woodbury County Extension-ISU; University of Nebraska Lincoln-Extension; USDA Rural Development of Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota; Siouxland Community Foundation; Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative; Plymouth County Economic Development; South Dakota Rural Enterprise Inc.; East River Electric Power Cooperative; Nebraska Loess Hills RC&D; City of South Sioux City, Neb.; The Siouxland Initiative; SIMPCO Council of Governments; Planning & Development Dist. III, Yankton, S.D.; Sioux Rivers RC&D; SJ Merchandise; and the Center for Rural Affairs.

Financial sponsors of the conference are: Nebraska Public Power District; Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative; South Dakota Rural Enterprise Inc.; East River Electric Power Cooperative; Iowa Department of Economic Development; Nebraska Department of Economic Development; Midwest Equipment of LeMars, Lawton, & Sioux City; Mr. Jim Warner; Plymouth County Economic Development; Mr. Lance Ehmcke; Iowa-Nebraska State Bank; Siouxland Community Foundation; The Siouxland Initiative; Sioux City Journal; South Dakota Community Foundation; Elkhorn Valley Economic Development Council; Great Plains Communication; Security National Bank Trust; and Wells Blue Bunny.

A conference program and registration form can be downloaded at www.extension.iastate.edu/woodbury. Registration, including lunch, is $25 before Wednesday, March 15th and $35 after that date. For more information, call Woodbury County Extension Education Director Sherry McGill at (712) 276-2157.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at  http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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