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                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

GROUNDBREAKING HELD FOR HILL CITY TREATMENT PLANT
Upgrades and Expansion to Existing Facility will Assist with the Continuation of Service to the Community

(Hill City, South Dakota – May 10, 2006) USDA Rural Development staff participated in the groundbreaking ceremony for Hill City’s wastewater treatment plant.  Hill City is located in the heart of the Black Hills and during the summer months is a high tourist attraction.

USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “This funding represents a federal commitment to rural water users and the people they serve.”  He continued, “This project will ensure the residents of Hill City and the surrounding area have a safe and reliable wastewater treatment facility, in addition to having the capacity to handle the influx of summer tourists.”

Funding for the project includes a water and waste disposal loan in the amount of $984,000 and grant in the amount of $618,000, STAG funds in the amount of $1.2 million, CDBG funds totaling $1.085 million, and an applicant contribution of $613,000.
“This project has been a long time coming – 10 years.  The city is thankful for all of the help we have received from the state and federal government for the financing of this project.  In addition, DENR has assisted us with many of the changes and issues involved,” said Jim Brickey, Mayor of Hill City.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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