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WAGNER-LAKE ANDES AMBULANCE DISTRICT TO PURCHASE NEW AMBULANCE 
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Purchase of Emergency Transport Unit 

(Wagner, South Dakota – May 25, 2006)  Lynn D. Jensen, South Dakota USDA Rural Development State Director in South Dakota, today presented Wagner-Lake Andes Ambulance District with a community facility grant in the amount of $40,000 to purchase a new ambulance.
 “The new ambulance will allow the Wagner-Lake Andes Ambulance District to improve the efficiency and reliability of the trained technicians in response to an emergency situation.  In addition, it will provide high quality emergency medical services to the approximately 6,307 individuals in 6 communities including the towns of Wagner and Lake Andes, as well as providing service to thirteen townships in rural areas in Charles Mix County, including Yankton Sioux Tribal Reservation and Lake Francis Case Reservoir,” said Jensen.

The present vehicle is an unreliable model year 2000 ambulance with 240,000 miles on it.  Recent problems including replacing the engine and transmission twice has been a hindrance to providing reliable and quality emergency care.  The proposed new vehicle will be a 2005 Ford E 450 Super Duty 4X2 with a diesel engine, automatic transmission and all appropriate medical/rescue appurtenances.   By having a new ambulance in this community, this rural community will not be left without emergency medical services and necessary equipment needed to assist in saving lives.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $67,076.

“We would like to thank USDA Rural Development for assisting in obtaining a part of the funds for the purchase of a new ambulance for the District.  It is terrific to get this type of help in a small rural area.” said Alvin Archambeau, President of the Wagner-Lake Andes Ambulance District.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Trace Davids and Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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