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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDING TO STURGIS FIRE DEPARTMENT
Funds Assist With Rebuilding of Fire Trucks 

(Sturgis, South Dakota – May 31, 2006)  The Sturgis Volunteer Fire Department will be upgrading their equipment due in part to USDA Rural Development awarding a community facility direct loan in the amount of $280,000.  State Director Lynn D. Jensen was in town today to award the funds.

“This funding will allow the Sturgis Volunteer Fire Department to improve its services, in addition to offering security and protection to the community and surrounding areas,” said Jensen.  

The Sturgis Volunteer Fire Department was established in 1950 and their mission statement is ‘serve and protect the community of Sturgis and its surrounding areas to the best of its ability’.  Sturgis is a growing community and is in need of an upgraded rescue truck.  The first phase of the project will involve removing the pump body from Engine #2 and putting a five man cab under the existing Engine #2 pump body.  In addition, seats would be put into the unit to allow personnel to wear the breathing apparatus when they arrive at the scene.  The second phase of the project is to utilize the 1994 International chassis from Engine #2 and build a larger medium rescue body on the chassis.  The two trucks are modest in size, design, and cost considering the service area of the Sturgis Volunteer Fire Department.  The rescue units will also be critical for the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally which is the largest gathering in the state of South Dakota over a week’s time.  

“The volunteer men and women of the department appreciate the cooperation and professionalism of the USDA Rural Development staff; without them this project would not have been possible,” said Ronald Koan, Fire Chief for the Sturgis Volunteer Fire Department.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Nancy Clarke also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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