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SISSETON WAHPETON COLLEGE RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING 
USDA Rural Development Provides Funding to Assist With Facility and Program Enhancements 

(Agency Village, South Dakota – November 18, 2005)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer was in town today to present the Sisseton Wahpeton College with a ceremonial check representing community facility tribal college grant funds in the amount of $752,760 to assist with facility and program enhancements.  
“I’m pleased USDA Rural Development funds will assist the Sisseton-Wahpeton College (SWC) with the purchase of furnishings and expansion of educational programs.  These projects will enable the college to better server their constituents and enhance educational opportunities,” said Boehmer.  
The SWC was founded in 1979 as an entity of the Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tribe.  The college is located on the Lake Traverse Indian Reservation and mainly serves the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate, the Dakota people.  Located in the Northeastern corner of South Dakota, mostly in Roberts County, the Lake Traverse Indian Reservation is the home of the Sisseton and Wahpeton Bands of the Dakota people.  For twenty-four years, the SWC has been successfully educating tribal members.  The college attempts to adapt to the changing needs of the community and due to this has plans for expansion and program enhancements.  The SWC is the recipient of four federally funded awards from USDA Rural Development’s community facility tribal college initiative.  They are as follows:  $300,000 will be used for Phase III of the Vo-ed building, $52,760 will be used for purchasing equipment for the nursing program, $300,000 will be used for a classroom addition, and $300,000 will be used for expansion of the Dakota Language Program.  
"The USDA has been an invaluable partner in the expansion of the College and educational opportunities in the region.  Without the USDA, we would still be desperate for even minimal facilities, but with their help we are able to look forward to future growth and truly supporting student, community, and regional development,” said Dr. William Harjo Lone Fight, President of the Sisseton Wahpeton College. 
USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]