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SISSETON WAHPETON SIOUX TRIBE RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING 
Funding from USDA Rural Development Assists With General Repairs and System Improvements
(Agency Village, South Dakota – November 18, 2005)  Seven community delivery systems were in need of new meters, valves and fire hydrants.  The Sisseton Wahpeton Tribe secured grants funds from USDA Rural Development.  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer was in town today to present the Tribe with a ceremonial check representing water and waste disposal grant funds in the amount of $588,000 to install new meters and meter pits, replace non-functioning valves and make general repairs to the seven rural water delivery systems operated by the Lake Traverse Utility Commission.  

“By installing the new equipment, water loss will be reduced, which in turn will reduce the operating costs for the utility.  In addition, it will allow for the continuation of a valuable resource to the users,” said Boehmer.  
The Lake Traverse Utility Commission manages seven separate water distribution systems and wastewater systems that serve the seven communities within the Lake Traverse Reservation including Old Agency Village, Agency Village, Big Coulee (formerly known as Finley Heights), Long Hollow, Veblin Flats, Red Iron, Peever Flats, and Enemy Swim.  The Utility Commission had the opportunity to become bulk customers of two rural water systems that were being built in the region.  It took advantage of the better quality water that is available and is connecting to those systems – WEB Water Association and BDM Rural Water Systems.  The federal funding will assist with the installation of meters and general repairs.  This project modernizes the utility and provides for a more accurate billing system.  Billing hardware and software will also be purchased and will provide labor costs savings to the utility.  
“The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate (SWO) is extremely thankful to the USDA Rural Development program for all the assistance and contributions that they have provided to the Tribe.  The SWO sincerely hopes to continue the excellent working relationship that has developed with USDA Rural Development.  USDA has been monumental in assisting the SWO in attaining the goals and objectives which benefit the Tribe now, and will continue to benefit the Tribe in the future,” said James Crawford, Tribal Chairman of the Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tribe.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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