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DEWEY COUNTY AMBULANCE TO PURCHASE NEW AMBULANCE 
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Purchase of Emergency Transport Unit 

(Dewey, South Dakota – November 1, 2005)  Les Boehmer, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented Dewey County Ambulance Service Association with a community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $75,000 to purchase a new ambulance and associated equipment.

 “The new ambulance will allow the Dewey County Ambulance Service Association to provide high quality emergency medical services to the approximately 700 individuals in the town of Isabel and surrounding rural areas in portions of northwest Dewey, northwest Ziebach and southwest Corson Counties in north central South Dakota and the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation,” said Boehmer.  

The present ambulance has accumulated over 50,000 miles on it is often in need of mechanical repairs.  In order to get the vehicle serviced, it has to be taken to a mechanical repair shop located out of town.  Oftentimes, the vehicle is out of service for two days or more, leaving this community without an ambulance.  If an emergency occurred during this down time, an ambulance service from a nearby community would be called, which resulted in nearly an hour wait for emergency medical services, a life threatening situation.  The town of Isabel is more than one hundred miles from a quality medical facility.  By having a new ambulance in this community and the current ambulance available as a backup, this rural and isolated community will not be left without emergency medical services and necessary equipment needed to assist in saving lives.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $25,000.

“This Rural Development grant will make it possible for the Dewey County Ambulance Service Association in Isabel to have another ambulance unit available at all times.  The lengthy transport times (over three hours average) to deliver patients to treatment centers from this rural area leaves us without an ambulance immediately available.  This will definitely help us provide needed care and transport in the event of multiple patients or multiple incidents in our area of service,” said Mr. Ron Stradinger, President of the Dewey County Ambulance Association.  

USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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