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FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT TO BE PURCHASED BY EAGLE BUTTE 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Purchase of Fire Equipment

(Eagle Butte, South Dakota – November 1, 2005)  Les Boehmer, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development, was in town today to present a ceremonial check to the Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department in the amount of $11,250 for the purchase of fire equipment.  The federal funding was awarded through the community facility economic impact grant initiative.  
“The equipment purchase will allow the McIntosh Volunteer Fire Department to address emergencies in the immediate and surrounding areas, in addition to increasing the response time and improve public safety,” said Boehmer.  
The Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department is a small fire department located in north central, South Dakota.  Eagle Butte is located in the heart of the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation.  They respond to a significant amount of incidents every year and have been working on acquiring the necessary equipment to allow them to fulfill their mission.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $3,750 to purchase fire equipment including a tank and pump for a fire truck, lighter, generators, and a quick disconnect shore liner.  
“The Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department is indeed grateful for the assistance provided by USDA Rural Development.  As a result the fire department has been able to purchase equipment and supplies to ensure the safety of the volunteer fire fighters as well as provide greater services and quicker response time to the service area for which we serve.  The USDA Rural Development assistance is vital to the small, rural volunteer fire departments such as the Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department,” said Rick Neigel, Fire Chief for the Eagle Butte Volunteer Fire Department.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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