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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDING TO MCINTOSH
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Funds Assist With the Purchase of a Cab Chassis

(McIntosh, South Dakota – November 1, 2005)  The McIntosh Volunteer Fire Department will replace its outdated grass rig truck with an updated version that is more advanced and heavier gross vehicle weight.  The department is upgrading their equipment due in part to USDA Rural Development awarding a community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $22,500.  Les Boehmer, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development was in town today to award the funds.
“This funding will allow the McIntosh Volunteer Fire Department to improve its services, in addition to offering security and protection to the community and surrounding areas,” said Boehmer.  
The new rig will have an upgraded engine, which will allow the department to haul more water and improve response time in the event of an emergency.  The new engine will be a cab and chassis with an installed flat bed.  The current tank, pump and hose reels will be removed from the old truck and placed on to the new one.  The McIntosh Volunteer Fire Department provides fire suppression for all range, forest and water shed areas for approximately 900 square miles.  The federal funding will be leveraged with local contributions totaling $7,500.  
“The McIntosh Fire Department would like to thank the USDA Rural Development for the help they give to the rural communities.  The Grant the McIntosh Fire Department received will be used for a new fire truck,  which will be used in our fire district.  With out the help of the USDA Rural Development we would not have achieved this goal,” said Brad Schell, McIntosh Fire Chief.

USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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