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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

MCLAUGHLIN FIRE DISTRICT PURCHASE EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
USDA Rural Development Funds Assist With the Purchase of Emergency Power Generator 

(McLaughlin, South Dakota – November 1, 2005)  USDA Rural Development awarded a community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $18,370 to the McLaughlin Fire District for the purchase of an emergency power generator.  The generator would supply enough electrical energy to operate the radios, sirens, lights and electric heat.

 “The purchase of the generator is a valuable asset to the community and it will be of great value during an emergency situation.  Installing the generator will provide additional security and protection to residents within the community in the event an emergency situation occurs,” said Acting State Director Les Boehmer.  
The McLaughlin Fire District is located in central Corson County and operates with one Volunteer Fire Department whose base office is located in McLaughlin, South Dakota.  The McLaughlin Fire Hall building utilizes electricity for heat, communications and for the warning systems.  At present, the facility does not have an emergency source of electrical power available.  The McLaughlin Fire District has realized for several years the need for an emergency power source.  The funding assistance provided by USDA Rural Development will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $15,030 to purchase the emergency equipment.  

“In our small rural communities where the population is denser and resources are limited, it is greatly appreciated to receive grant funds to continue operation of our rural fire department.  We appreciate the funding to continue to provide safety measures for the community with the fire department and rescue team,” said Dallas Schott, District President and Volunteer Member of the McLaughlin Fire Department.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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