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RURAL DEVELOPMENT RECOGNIZES LOCAL STUDENT
April Byrd Receives Award for Her Essay for the Red Ribbon Campaign

(Letcher, South Dakota – October 13, 2005) USDA Rural Development sponsored a Red Ribbon Campaign titled Safe At Home.  The campaign is designed to make children more aware of the dangers of crime and drugs in their neighborhood.  The contest was open to youth ages 5 – 14 who lived in financed multi-family complexes.  The contest was open from June 15, 2005 – September 1, 2005. 

USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer presented April Byrd with a plaque, along with an embossed water bottle and other prizes for her winning essay.  April and her family live in the Letcher Villas Apartments in Letcher, South Dakota. April outlined in her essay ten steps on how “You should always be safe at home!”
Acting State Director Les Boehmer said, “The essay was to be a minimum of 100 words, typed or hand written.  In addition, the essay was judged according to neatness, punctuation, grammar and content.  April did an excellent job in providing details and description in her outline.  We thank April for entering and congratulate her on submitting the successful entry.”
A party attended by family, friends and USDA Rural Development staff was held.  Cookies, coffee and punch were served to the guests.
USDA Rural Development has 487 financed multi-family complexes in the state, serving 6,800 households.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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