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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS ASSIST THE CITY OF HOT SPRINGS
WITH LIBRARY PROJECT
New Library Will Be Handicap Accessible and Adequate Parking Provided

(Hot Springs, South Dakota – October 4, 2005) Les Boehmer, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota presented the City of Hot Springs with a community facility direct loan in the amount of $900,000 for the construction of a new library. 
Boehmer said, “This project will be handicapped accessible, provide adequate parking, and become a valuable resource location for the community, as well as to the residents in the surrounding area.” 

The previous library was 82-years old.  It was declared unsafe and condemned in 1995.  The library was moved into a rented space inside an old church.  This space didn’t meet the accessibility requirements, parking was inadequate, in addition to high maintenance and overhead expenses.  The proposed library will be 10,234 square feet and will be built on the east side of Butler Park.  The facility will serve as a traditional library, as well as have a computer area, video rooms, meeting room, public restrooms, and administrative offices for the staff.  The federal funding will be leveraged with a community development block grant (CDBG) from the state in the amount of $450,000, an applicant contribution of $83,962, and other funding totaling $900,000; bringing the combined total project cost to $2,433,962.

“We are excited to borrow the money needed to complete this project and we are looking forward to the ribbon cutting.  It has been and easy process working with USDA.  The staff has been very helpful and diligent.  We encourage other entities to look to USDA for assistance,” said Carl Oberlitner, Mayor of Hot Springs. 
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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