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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                              Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

MELLETTE COUNTY RECEIVES FUNDING FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
$156,665 Assists With Equipment Purchase & Construction of  New Facility 

(White River, South Dakota – October 4, 2005)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer was in town today to present Mellette County representatives with an award of federal funding in the amount of $156,665 for the construction of a new EMS building and fire hall, as well as to assist in the purchase of a first responder vehicle and equipment.  

“The new facility will allow the county to house all of the vehicles in one location and they will be able to hold training sessions inside the new facility.  The first responder vehicle and equipment will allow for better response time in the event of an emergency and provide the community with a sense of increased security,” said Boehmer.

The present facility does not have enough room to house all of the county’s emergency equipment.  Many times the ambulances were parked out side and in the winter time, it was very difficult to have the units warmed up for the patients.  This type of environment makes for poor working conditions for the medical service technicians and is not comfortable for patients.  The proposed facility will include a training room, office and a decontamination area, in addition to having enough space to house all of the service vehicles.  The proposed first responder vehicle will be a 2005 Crown Victoria that will be equipped with lights, cage and a radio.  The two USDA Rural Development community facility grants will be leveraged with other funds totaling $173,135.
“The key to success in our smaller rural counties is developing partnerships between local, state and federal agencies.  The partnership created between Mellette County and USDA Rural Development is an example of this partnership becoming a success,” said Dustin Baxter, Sheriff for Mellette County.
“It is sure great to see that with a positive approach, the drive, initiative and support from individuals, along with the entire community, the utilization of our developmental and government agencies we can obtain resources needed to continue to improve and provide for worthwhile, positive community development,” said John O’Brien, White River Volunteer Fire Department.

USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.                
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