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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

PORCUPINE CLINIC HEALTH BOARD AWARDED RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS
Funds Will Assist With the Purchase of a Van 

(Porcupine, South Dakota – October 4, 2005) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer today delivered a ceremonial check representing a community facility direct loan to the Porcupine Clinic Health Board in the amount of $18,900 and a grant in the amount of $23,100 for the purchase of a van.  
“Safe, reliable and affordable transportation will be made available to those who receive dialysis treatment from the Porcupine Dialysis Clinic.  Transportation to and from the clinic will be of great benefit to those in need of its services,” said Boehmer.
At present, the residents of Porcupine lack a feasible, dependable means of transportation to the clinic.  The Porcupine Clinic will purchase a 2005 wheelchair accessible van to be used exclusively for the purpose of transporting dialysis patients to and from dialysis treatment.  
“On behalf of the Porcupine Clinic Board of Director’s and staff, we would like to thank Rural Development staff for providing a loan.  Due to lack of transportation and the inability of individuals to drive themselves to important appointments, the dialysis patients are grateful for the service the Porcupine Clinic provides weekly,” said Paul Iron Cloud, Executive Director of the Porcupine Clinic.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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