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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO ROSEBUD ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Funding in the Amount of $99,900 to Facilitate Growth and Development

(Mission, South Dakota – October 4, 2005)  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Les Boehmer announced that the Rosebud Economic Development Corporation will receive a rural business enterprise grants (RBEG) in the amount of $99,990 to support small business development.  This grant was awarded from the Native American set-aside fund.

“Our funds will help support the growth of entrepreneurs, foster innovation and promote sustainable economic development,” Boehmer said.  He continued, “Working together, the federal, state and tribal governments have opportunities to help Native Americans promote economic development on the reservations, and ultimately achieve higher standards of living.”
The RBEG funds, along with an applicant contribution of $50,515, will be used facilitate growth and development of small and emerging businesses on the Rosebud Reservation by continuing educational efforts to both adults and youth for business training by intense short courses, workshops and business camps.  
“I strongly believe that one of the ways to empower our own people is to give them the education and tools to accomplish their goals and dreams.  We have always relied on bringing in someone from the outside to tell us how we should be doing things.  We have also relied on outsiders to provide the business and service.  USDA is providing us the support and funding so that we can empower our own people from within to become self-sufficient.  REDCO has utilized these grant funds to provide training and education to adults and youth, technical assistance to starting and existing businesses, and most importantly develop a support system at all levels for entrepreneurs that want to do business on the Rosebud Indian Reservation,” said Gaylene Pretty Bird, Planning Consultant for the Rosebud Economic Development Corporation.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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