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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO THE 
SISSETON WAHPETON HOUSING AUTHORITY
Funding in the Amount of $1,060,000 to Facilitate Growth and Development

(Sisseton, South Dakota – October 4, 2005)  USDA Rural Development Rural Housing Director and USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones presented the Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority (SWHA) with a ceremonial check representing $1,060,000 for the construction of rental units and to purchase equipment for the new Housing Administrative Office.
“The federal funding will be used for eleven individual homes with three bedrooms.  One unit will be handicapped accessible.  A play ground will be located on the site and parking spaces will be provided.  In addition, funding will assist with equipment purchase for the administrative office building,” said Hazuka. 
The Lake Traverse District is located is located in the northeastern part of the state near Sisseton, South Dakota.  The USDA Rural Development rural rental housing loan funds of $1,000,000 will be used to construct rental units for families on or near the Lake Traverse Indian Reservation.  Tenants will receive rental assistance so rents will be no more than 30% of their income.  The federal funds will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $250,400.  The USDA Rural Development community facility grant funds of $60,000 will be used to purchase equipment for the new Housing Administrative Office where one stop housing initiatives will be carried out.  Equipment to be purchased includes a security system, desk, file cabinets, computers, chairs, conference table, and time clock swipe.

“The SWHA is pleased with the award funds.  The Lake Traverse District has not had a housing initiative in its existence and has demonstrated a need to provide housing for its district members.  The SWHA will utilize equipment in the new administration building being planned for 2006-2007,” said Patrick Deutsch, Jr., Acting Executive Director.  
USDA Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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