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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

MENSCH GREENHOUSE, INC. RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDS
Project Promotes Energy Savings and Increased Energy Production
(Avon, South Dakota – September 20, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present Mensch Greenhouse, Inc. with a ceremonial check representing a USDA Rural Development renewable energy and energy efficiency grant in the amount of $15,140.  The funds will be used to install multiple corn-burning furnaces.

“This grant will promote energy savings and increased energy production for Mensch Greenhouse, Inc.  In addition, this project is in line with President Bush’s overall effort to increase America’s energy independence through the development of renewable energy resources,” Potts said.

The corn burner/boiler and furnace will be operated and maintained by Korey and Lyle Mensch who together have a combined experience of fifty-five years and are very capable of operating these systems.  The purpose of the project is to reduce energy costs.  The goal of Mensch Greenhouse is to replace their existing propane heating system with corn burning furnaces.  Tests show that they can save money by making the conversion.  The added bonus is the fuel (corn) is a renewable energy source.   
“It’s nice to have programs like this renewable energy grant to give us all a helping hand out here in the rural areas of the nation.  I wish more South Dakotans were receiving energy grants to east the crunch these fuel price increases have caused,” said Korey Mensch, Owner and Operator of Mensch Greenhouse, Inc.
USDA Rural Development Acting Area Director Trace Davids and Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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