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OUR HOME INC. BUILDS NEW FACILITY
USDA Rural Development Provides $2,436,000
(Parkston, South Dakota – September 20, 2006) USDA Rural Development staff today participated in a ground breaking event for a new juvenile facility.  USDA Rural Development awarded Our Home, Inc. with a community facility guaranteed loan of $700,000 and a community facility direct loan of $1,736,000 to assist with the construction of the facility which will be located in Parkston, South Dakota.

“This new facility will provide enough space to house 36 clients.  Professional counselors will work with youth to help them overcome trauma, abuse, neglect, abandonment, violence, chemical and alcohol addictions.  It will greatly enhance Our Home, Inc.’s ability to provide services to the local and surrounding communities,” said USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts. 
Our Home, Inc. is a non profit corporation incorporated under the laws of the state of South Dakota.  Our Home, Inc. houses and treats emotionally disturbed and otherwise troubled juveniles referred to them by the South Dakota Department of Corrections, South Dakota Department of Social Services, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons.   Our Home’s mission statement is, “To provide cost accessible care, council, and perspective to public youth.”

 

Our Home started in February of 1973 when they moved into a big house on the corner at 510 Nebraska in Huron.  Their office and the clients were all at this location originally.  They then bought a second house at 522 Nebraska as they were expanding and then built the campus east of Huron in 1986 and moved the headquarters out to that location.  They kept the houses in Huron and then sold those in 1999 and into 2000 when USDA Rural Development was then involved with the building of the new facilities at the campus center two miles east of Huron. 
Governor Mike Rounds announced a few months ago that a number of the individuals needing treatment from this type of facility were presently being sent out of state.  The Governor also expressed that South Dakota needs to build additional facilities to house and treat these type of offenders.  Legislation was passed in March that advanced this project to become a reality.  

The main operation is run out of Huron, South Dakota and the Parkston facility is an arm of the main operation.    At present, the Parkston facility is being operated out of the existing former hospital building.  The building is old and it is very difficult to maintain from a mechanical standpoint.  In addition, Our Home, Inc. owns the old Parkston High School campus and presently utilizes an existing classroom and gym on the site.  In short, Our Home, Inc. needs a building that will meet the needs of clients in terms of supervision, safety for them as well as for the staff.

USDA Rural Development had provided funds back in 1999 to Our Home, Inc. to consolidate the Adolescent Sexual Adjustment Program facilities by building a 30 bed unit east of Huron and also build a new 24 bed residential building to house juvenile clients of the Rediscovery Drug and Alcohol Treatment Center.  

In Parkston, construction of the new state of the art 18,000 square foot facility which will be connected to an existing classroom and the gym which was left on the old high school site.  The new facility will begin operation in May of 2007.  

“We are looking forward to being able to operate our program in this new facility, and are grateful that Rural Development was there to help us when we needed them once again” said Steve Gubbrud, Executive Director for Our Home, Inc.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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