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TOWN OF RAVINIA RECEIVES $155,600 FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Funding Will Assist With Waste Water Treatment Improvements
(Ravinia, South Dakota – September 20, 2006)  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development has approved a water and waste disposal grant in the amount of $155,600 to the Town of Ravinia to make improvements to the waste water treatment facility.  This federal funding was allocated out of the Native American set-aside funds.  
“USDA Rural Development grant and loan programs bring critical federal dollars to communities in need.  These funds will assist the community in improving the wastewater collection system and bring them into compliance with DENR regulations,” said Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director.

The Town of Ravinia’s wastewater collection system was originally constructed in 1982.  The town consulted with an engineering company to help them identify what improvements needed to be made to bring the system back into compliance with regulations.  The results of the evaluation included system improvements of repairing the sewer collection system, replacing the pump and lift station, and enhancing the waste water treatment lagoon.  Service within the community will be greatly improved and system failures in the future will be minimized with these upgrades.  
“These upgrades will enhance the system and provide the community with continued service,” said Linda Bambas, Mayor.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Trace Davids and Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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