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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

UNION COUNTY HEALTH FOUNDATION BREAKS GROUND 
ON CLINIC EXPANSION PROJECT
Clinic Will Provide Improved Service to Local and Surrounding Communities
(Elk Point, South Dakota – September 20, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to participate in the ground breaking event for the Union County Health Foundation’s expansion project of the Elk Point Community Health Clinic.  The Union County Health Foundation was awarded USDA Rural Development community facility direct loan funds in the amount of $409,000.  This expansion project will provide additional office space, conference room, expanded patient care areas, and on-site storage space for medical records and supplies.

Potts said, “The federal funding will allow the Union County Health Foundation to expand existing office space, provide room for possible expanded health care services, and provide a room for the facilities computer server and network equipment, along with room for onsite storing of medical records and x-rays.  Additional space is also planned for a conference room for staff and board members.”
The Elk Point Community Health Clinic was constructed over twenty-five years ago and current space has been maximized.  Due to the shortage of office space, small patient rooms, and an over crowded work environment, the need for additional space is evident.  The expansion project will add 3,000 square feet to the existing clinic in Elk Point.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $20,300 from the Union County Health Foundation.  
“This addition will better facilitate patient care now and it also gives us the opportunity to expand our services in the future as needs arise,” said Mary O’Meara Metz, Chief Executive Officer of the Union County Health Foundation.

USDA Rural Development Area Director Trace Davids, Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis and Rural Development Specialist Jim Rydell also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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