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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS HOUSING PRESERVATION GRANT TO NORTHEAST SOUTH DAKOTA COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM
Funds Will Be Used To Repair Single Family Homes
(Sisseton, South Dakota – September 25, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented the Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program (NESDCAP) a ceremonial check representing USDA Rural Development housing preservation grant (HPG) program funds of $29,561.  The funding will be used primarily to offset the cost of labor and material expenses for roof repair and heating systems to low and very low income families.  
Potts said, “NESDCAP continues to distinguish themselves in housing preservation work and I’m pleased we are able to support their work with this grant.  This year, NESDCAP celebrates sixteen years with the operation of the housing preservation grant program and it continues to serve a 17-county geographic area.”  This grant will be specifically used for eligible homeowners completing essential repairs in Beadle, Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, Hughes, Hyde, McPherson, Marshall, Potter, Roberts, Spink, Stanley, Sully, and Walworth (excluding homes within the city limits of Aberdeen, Huron and Pierre).
The objective of the USDA Rural Development HPG program is to provide qualified recipient organizations (grantees) with funds to develop programs to assist very-low and low income rural homeowners with repairs or rehabilitation work to their homes.  
“Rural Development is a primary leader for housing and community development in South Dakota and NESDCAP is honored to be a part of this long-term housing preservation grant partnership and ongoing support from Rural Development.  Through the partnership, NESDCAP continues to assist homeowners with needed repairs in our service area.  Many of the services NESDCAP provides would not be possible without the leadership and quality programs that Rural Development provides in our state,” said Marcia Erickson, Executive Director of Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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