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TRACE DAVIDS RECOGNIZED FOR TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE
Satisfaction Is High Point of Career With USDA Rural Development
(Sioux Falls, South Dakota –September 28, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, USDA Rural Development South Dakota Acting State Director recognized Trace Davids for 25 years of dedicated service to USDA Rural Development.  Davids joined Rural Development in 1981.

“Trace has been involved with many projects throughout his federal career and has been the driving force in making them successful.  His knowledge and expertise is a great asset to the Rural Development team helping us to enrich the lives of rural South Dakotans,” Potts said.
Trace is currently the Area II Director based in the Sioux Falls Office.  His previous positions within USDA Rural Development include assistant county supervisor, county supervisor, district loan specialist, and rural development manager, and have taken him to the communities of Elk Point, Yankton, Redfield, Parkston, and Sioux Falls.

One of the highlights in Trace’s career includes processing the largest water loan/grant combination in the state to provide high quality water to a rural area in South Dakota.  In addition to being involved in water projects, Trace has been involved in assisting people to own their own home, building multi-family housing projects for families and elderly, processing loans to communities, and working with business loans.  
“My career continues to be very satisfying and rewarding.  Helping people obtain financing is very important to me, whether it be assisting a community with acquiring a warning siren, a fire truck, or a multi-million dollar rural water system.  In addition, I’ve had the opportunity to build some great relationships with our partners which includes local banks, non profit organizations , local and state governments, along with many great borrowers,” said Davids.

The support of his family continues to be a source of strength to Trace in his professional career as well as in his personal life.  He enjoys spending time with his wife and daughter, and his good friends.  They currently reside in Crooks and some of his hobbies include hunting, camping, going to car races, and other outdoor activities. 
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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