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GREATER MCCOOK DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE, INC. 
AWARDED USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Funding Helps with Job Creation and Retention
(Montrose, South Dakota – September 6, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development in South Dakota presented an $11,000 rural business enterprise grant (RBEG) to the Greater McCook Development Alliance, Inc. to implement a technical assistance program to assist new and existing businesses.

“With the investment of these grant dollars into McCook County, we have the opportunity to positively impact the quality of life for residents of this community and surrounding areas,” said Potts.  
The Greater McCook Development Alliance Inc. was formed in 2004 as a collaborative effort of the McCook County Commission, City of Canistota, City of Salem, City of Montrose, and the Town of Spencer to lead a transformation toward growth in McCook County.  The goal of this project is to create or retain twenty jobs in Mc Cook County by providing one-on-one confidential, technical assistance to rural entrepreneurs to start or retain businesses in the area.  The Greater McCook Development Alliance, Inc. will partner with Southeast Enterprise Facilitation Project of Marion, South Dakota to provide the business technical assistance to entrepreneurs in the area.

 “We are looking forward to our relationship where we can mutually provide services for new businesses and assist with solid business plans,” said Jack Hansen, Executive Director of the Greater McCook Development Alliance, Inc.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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