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TOWN OF PIERPONT IMPROVES MAIN STREET
USDA Rural Development Funding of $70,000 Assists With Street Repairs
(Pierpont, South Dakota – September 6, 2006)  The United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development has approved a community facility direct loan in the amount of $70,000 to the City of Pierpont.  The funding will be used to reconstruct Pierpont’s main street.

“Improving public thoroughfare is an important step in improving the quality of life in South Dakota’s rural communities and maintaining it is critical to sustaining a good quality of life,” said Acting State Director Tim B. Potts.  
The Town of Pierpont is located in northwest Day County and its main street is the primary route of access for residents coming to and leaving the town.  Main street serves eight businesses, including the bank, post office, community building, café, auto/used car lot, bar/lounge, a computer business and gas/service station.  In addition, it is the principal passage for busses transporting children to and from school.  

Pierpont’s main street is built on a bog and underneath the roadway is blue clay.  These conditions cause the street to be naturally soft and water logged which has lead to numerous large, deep potholes and alligator cracking.  The reconstruction project includes resurfacing of the entire main street.  The federal funding will be leveraged with a South Dakota Department of Transportation Community access grant in the amount of $114,000.
“"The Town of Pierpont is pleased they qualified for the USDA direct loan.  This loan allows us to complete the necessary upgrades that will allow the residents and the people traveling in and out of Pierpont a quality main transportation route," said Audrey Johnson, Mayor of Pierpont.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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