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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CITY OF MOBRIDGE AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $113,575
Funds to Assist With Purchase of Fire Truck
(Mobridge, South Dakota – September 7, 2006)  Tim B. Potts, Acting State Director for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development in South Dakota today presented the City of Mobridge with a community facility loan for $93,575 and grant for $20,000 to assist with the purchase of a fire truck.

“Assisting with the purchase of this new fire truck for the City of Mobridge is one example of how our agency can partner with the local community to purchase equipment necessary for the protection of lives.  At Rural Development, we are continually looking for ways to enhance the ability of rural communities to develop, to grow and to ensure the best possible quality of life is made available to rural South Dakotans,” said Potts.  

The Mobridge Fire Department primarily serves the City of Mobridge and Walworth County.  In addition, they have Mutual Aid Agreements with Campbell, Corson and Dewey County.  The present fire truck used by the department is very hard to access in emergency situations and no longer meets the needs of the population served.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $56,425 to purchase a 4-door 4X4 commercial Ford F550 cab/chassis installed with winches, hinged or roll-up doors, adjustable shelve trays, tool boards, under hood generators, electric cable reels, light towers, hydraulic rescue tool systems, and water pumps, in addition to other rescue equipment.  This truck will improve response time in the event of an emergency and provide increased security to the individuals served.  
“It’s great to see there are programs like this offered by the USDA to offer assistance to rural communities. This truck has been a priority purchase for the Mobridge Fire Department for some time, our staff will now be able to offer increased security and protection to the people in the area,” said Taylor Oster, Mayor for the City of Mobridge.

“On behalf of the Mobridge Fire Department, I would like to thank USDA for your assistance in helping us purchase a Rescue Truck. The Rescue Truck is greatly needed and will benefit Mobridge and the surrounding area in fire and rescue situations,” said Brad Milliken, Mobridge Fire Chief.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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