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UNDER SECRETARY DORR ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF JACKIE GLEASON TO 
SERVE AS ADMINISTRATOR OF BUSINESS AND COOPERATIVE PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, September 8, 2006—Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr today announced the appointment of Jackie J. Gleason as Administrator of USDA Rural Development’s Business and Cooperative Programs.  


“Jackie has served USDA with distinction, both here in Washington, D.C., and in the Pacific Northwest. He also worked tirelessly to assist those displaced in the aftermath of last year’s hurricanes. In his role as Administrator of Business and Cooperative Programs, he’s responsible for a dozen programs, including Business and Industry guaranteed loans, the Value Added Producer Grant program and much of our renewable energy effort. I am confident in his ability to get the job done,” said Dorr.  


Gleason joined USDA in 1976 and was appointed Rural Development Washington State Director in 2001, a position he held until 2004.  He left that position to become Deputy Administrator for Rural Development Multi-Family Housing Programs and last year was appointed Associate Administrator of Housing Programs.  Earlier this year he was asked to assume the position of Administrator of Business and Cooperative Programs on an acting basis. Gleason holds a Bachelor of Science degree in soil science from University of California.  He is a Vietnam Veteran who served in the U.S. Army from 1969 to 1972.  

Since the beginning of the Bush Administration, about $5.4 billion has been invested across America through Rural Development business programs.  USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural communities. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Over 1.2 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
#

Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave SW

Washington DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY).
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