[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 


USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTS WITH HOMEREPAIRS
At Long Last – Indoor Plumbing and Running Water
(Red Shirt, South Dakota – April 24, 2007)  What some homeowners take for granted – like indoor plumbing and running water – Henrietta and Benjamin Skinner were living without this luxury.  The only water available to them was provided by the Oglala Sioux Tribe in two 65-gallon plastic barrels which they filled on a bi-weekly basis.  This water was used in the home for cooking, cleaning, and personal hygiene.  The lack of indoor running water, no septic tank, and no tie downs under the trailer, were just a few of the hardships.  The couple eventually went to the congressional office to seek assistance.  

The congressional office was very informative to the Skinner’s.  They directed them to contact USDA Rural Development.  The Rural Development staff in Rapid City developed a partnership with the West River Community Action Program, Indian Health Service, and Oglala Sioux Tribe to provide the Skinner’s with the assistance they needed.  
The Skinner’s are very grateful for the assistance provided through this partnership.  They are now able to enjoy the basic comforts of life.  Through the combined efforts of the agencies mentioned above, the following assistance was provided:  through Rural Development a 504 grant was obtained to install the toilet, sink, and walk in shower, along with the kitchen sink, water pipes, vents, and skirting for the outside of the trailer house; West River Community Action Program installed the furnace, water heater, windows, and insulation; Indian Health Service installed the septic system; and Oglala Sioux Rural Water Supply System (a.k.a. Mni Waconia Water System) piped rural water to their home. “Our worries have been lessened greatly by what these agencies have done for us.  We can now enjoy what others have taken for granted.  We are so grateful for the helping hand.  We are very blessed,” said Benjamin Skinner.  He continued, “Our living standards have improved so much.  We feel more secure and comfortable, and it put a huge smile on both of our faces.”
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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