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WEB WATER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. UPGRADES
WATER TREATMENT PLANT

Awarded USDA Rural Development Funds of $3,900,000


(Aberdeen, South Dakota – April 25, 2007)  Allan Johnson, Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary at the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development joined with South Dakota Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers in an Earth Day recognition event for WEB Water Development Association, Inc. and the announcement of $3.9 million loan.  Today’s announcement highlights the importance that President Bush and the U.S. Congress places on a strong environmental policy that is compatible with a growing, healthy rural economy.  

“USDA Rural Development applauds WEB Water Development Association’s efforts to meet the demands of their customers,” said Johnson.  “Rural Development’s contribution to this project reflects the importance of improving the overall quality of life for rural residents.”

WEB serves 7,740 rural hookups and 104 towns and bulk use customers in parts of 14 counties in Northeastern South Dakota and three counties in North Dakota.  WEB is also providing water service to five ethanol plants and two electrical peaking plants.  Prolonged drought conditions and economic development, including new ethanol plants being built, caused a large increase in the demand for clean, potable water from WEB.  Increased demand for water required expansion of WEB’s system.  While the distribution system was designed to handle increased water delivery, the intake and treatment capacity of the sprawling regional water system had not been increased since 1988.  WEB needed a significant increase in ability to bring in raw water and treat it for distribution.  
USDA Rural Development awarded an initial loan to WEB in the amount of $4,796,000 for this project in Fiscal Year 2006.  These funds, along with additional federal monies from the water and waste development loan program in the amount of $3,900,000 will be leveraged with a state community development block grant (CDBG) in the amount of $200,000 and an applicant contribution of $912,055.  In addition, larger new water users (ethanol plants) will contribute $6,400,722 to the treatment plant expansion and $3,228,491 to install several miles of parallel mainline pipe which brings the total project cost to $19,437,268.

“With the upgrades, raw water pumping capacity will be increased to an additional 8 million gallons per day, more than doubling the existing capacity.  The investments made by USDA Rural 
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Development and its partners will assist WEB Water Development Association, Inc. to meet the significant increase in water demand and modest future potential growth,” said Jaspers. 

“This project will increase WEB’s Intake Pump station capacity south of Mobridge from 8 MGD to 16 MGD and the Water Treatment Plant capacity from 8 MGD to 12 MGD with ability to expand treatment in the future to a total of 16 MGD if customer needs require,” said Curt Hohn, WEB General Manager. 
Along with the recognition ceremony, Johnson and Jaspers will tour four ethanol plants and two electric peaking plants in the WEB service area.  USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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