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CLARK GUTHMILLER RECOGNIZED FOR TWENTY YEARS OF FEDERAL SERVICE
USDA Rural Development Helps Communities Grow
(Pierre, South Dakota – April 9, 2007)  Michael V. Jaspers, USDA Rural Development South Dakota  State Director recently recognized Clark Guthmiller for twenty years of dedicated service to the federal government.  Guthmiller joined Rural Development in 1987 and serves in the Rural Development Office in Pierre as Rural Development Manager.  
“Clark is a great asset to the management team and he works hard to enhance the ability of rural South Dakota communities to develop and grow while also improving their quality of life,” said Jaspers.  “Clark has become a valuable resource to the agency and is looked upon often to share his knowledge and expertise.”  
Guthmiller’s position includes duties such as making and servicing loans and grants, providing economic and housing development oversight, and providing supervision and leadership to four employees.  Some of his previous experience includes serving in the capacity of Acting Area Director, Assistant County Supervisor, and Community & Rural Development Manager and have taken him to the communities of Huron, Faulkton, and Aberdeen.   He also completed a three month internship with the USDA Ag Marketing Service.  

“I am excited with the fact that our agency has the ability to assist communities and groups build themselves literally from the ground up.  I enjoy working with them to assist with meeting their goals and increasing their economic opportunities,” said Guthmiller.  “Our programs provide communities with opportunities that otherwise may not have otherwise been possible.  It is very rewarding for me to be a part of the process.”
Guthmiller and his wife Lisa have four children - Erica, Lance, Rachel and Angela - and live in Onida.  They enjoy being involved in their community and attending their children’s many activities.   Lisa operates a wedding and event planning business which recently included the 2007 Governor’s Inauguration.  A source of inspiration for Guthmiller was the work ethic of his parents while growing up on the family farm in Leola, and the tireless generosity and heart with which his wife, Lisa, uses in operating her business and family.  Guthmiller is also involved in several local boards, church activities, and various youth activities. 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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