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CONSTRUCTION OF HOME IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 
Rathert Enjoys Beautiful New Home
(Aberdeen, South Dakota – April 9, 2007)  “Rural Development was a happy place to go to – everyone treated you really nice and it was a very good place to work with,” said new homeowner Jennifer Rathert.  Rathert is a single mom working at Wal-Mart.  

Rathert had been hearing about the Homes Are Possible, Inc. (HAPI) subdivisions that were becoming established in the Southwest part of Aberdeen, South Dakota.  She visited the HAPI office to find out more about their programs.  HAPI referred her to Rural Development for further assistance.  The more Jennifer heard about the programs available, the more she wanted to proceed with pursuing her own home.  She was tired of living in an apartment with two small children and she wanted to giver her children a yard and more room to grow in.

Rathert contacted the Aberdeen Rural Development Office and worked with Roxanne Woodring who assisted her through the application process.  It had been determined that she qualified for a low interest loan through USDA Rural Development’s 502 program.  In addition, she was also eligible for a grant from Homes Are Possible, Inc.  These grants are used to help pay closing costs and other repair/construction costs involved with the purchase of a new home.  In fact, Rathert was the recipient of the $1,000,000 dollar of HAPI grants funds and was recognized on KELO-Land News.

The results of her efforts have provided her with a beautiful new home for less than $125,000 (this includes the $7,000 forgivable mortgage from HAPI on the lot and the $4,000 HAPI grant) for her and her two children.  She was able to get the basement finished and now the children have their two bedrooms down there along with a big playroom.  Once Spring rolls around the corner, they will also have plenty of room to roam outside in their new yard.  Rathert’s favorite thing about the new house is more practical – she likes the fact that her laundry room is upstairs.

The building of the new home also became somewhat of a family affair as Rathert Construction, owned by Jennifer’s father, served as the general contractor.  All in all, Rathert had a positive experience.  
If you are interested in learning more about Rural Development programs, please contact the Aberdeen Rural Development Office at (605) 226-3360.  USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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