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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PARTICIPATES IN OPEN HOUSE FOR THE NEW HORIZON HEALTH CARE, INC. BUILDING
$674,500 from USDA Rural Development Assisted with Construction of Project


(Mission, South Dakota – August 16, 2007) – Mike Jaspers, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today participated in an open house for the new Horizon Health Care, Inc. facility servicing Mission and surrounding areas in western South Dakota.  A $614,500 community facility direct loan and a $60,000 community facility economic impact initiative grant from USDA Rural Development were used to help finance the construction of the new medical clinic facility.  
"Quick access to health care is a necessity for residents of all communities," said Larry Anderson, USDA Rural Development Assistant Deputy Administrator for Multi-Family Housing Programs. "This facility will better meet the needs of Todd County residents, especially for emergency and continued care." 

“USDA Rural Development is excited to be a part of this new, state-of-the-art medical facility in Mission,” said Jaspers.  “In addition to providing health care services locally, this facility will spur economic growth by saving and creating jobs in the area  Health care and hospital access are important factors people look at when deciding to move into, or stay in communities such as Mission.”

The Mission Medical Clinic, an office of Horizon Health Care, Inc. is a Federally Qualified Health Center providing medical services to residents in and around the Mission community.  All services are available on a sliding fee to ensure that everyone has access to quality healthcare regardless of their ability to pay.  The federal funds were leveraged with a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) of $410,000 through the state of South Dakota and an applicant contribution of $614,500.

“The mission of Horizon Health Care is to provide personalized affordable, high quality primary healthcare to the residents of Mission and the surrounding area, the new clinic will allow us to accomplish this mission for many years to come.  We appreciate the financial assistance we received from USDA to ensure quality healthcare is available in Mission” said John Mengenhausen, Chief Executive Officer for Horizon Health Care, Inc.

- Continued on back -

USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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