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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTS WITH RELIEF EFFORTS
Affected Homeowners May be Eligible for Federally Funded Housing Assistance


(Huron, South Dakota – August 21, 2007) – USDA Rural Development is ready to assist communities and individuals affected by last weekend’s storm that went through the western counties of South Dakota.  
The Rural Development office located in Sturgis is available to assist those homeowners in determining their eligibility in paying repairs to remove safety and health hazards.  

“We are in a position to help, and we will work hard to assist families who are in need,” said South Dakota State Director Mike Jaspers.  “Our rural citizens are depending on us to help them recover, and we are committed to the future of rural communities.”
The Sturgis office services Butte, Harding, Lawrence, Meade, and Perkins counties. Contact the Sturgis Rural Development Office at (605) 347-4952, Ext. 4.
Rural Development would also like to make those customers currently financed aware of additional assistance and guidelines.  Those that are interested in learning about the process to have insurance checks released, Rural Development has been authorized to release insurance checks under $2,500 for existing USDA Rural Development customers.  All other checks will need to be processed by our Centralized Servicing Center (CSC) in St. Louis, MO.  The phone number to contact CSC is 1-800-414-1226.  

USDA Rural Development has programs available that can assist qualified homeowners in paying for repairs if your insurance is not adequate to cover all of the costs of the repairs.  The rural housing subsequent loan (502) program is available, which is similar to the homeownership program.  The payments are based on current household size and income for the area.  For homeowners that are 62 or older and meet the very low area income limit, a rural housing loan (504) program is available which includes a 1% loan and/or grant.  For very low-income homeowners, a 1% loan (504 rural housing loan) is available.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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