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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

PLATTE COMMUNITY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL RECEIVES 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Platte Health Center/Avera Health to Construct Addition
 Adjacent to the Existing Medical Clinic


(Platte, South Dakota – August 30, 2007) – Mike Jaspers, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented Platte Community Memorial Hospital (critical access hospital) with a ceremonial check for $9,000,000 in Agency funding for the construction of an addition to the existing hospital facility in Platte.  Selection of the project was approved under Rural Development’s community facilities direct and guaranteed loan programs.

“USDA Rural Development has a long history of providing assistance to improve health care services in rural South Dakota,” said Jaspers.  “Access to adequate health care is vitally important to rural South Dakotans, both to encouraging economic development and maintaining the quality of life for our state’s rural residents.”

The new addition will provide updated patient rooms, as well as an isolation/sleep room, cardiac patient room, EICU room, OB patient room, OB patient room, new labor/delivery room, and space for expanding outpatient services.  This will allow for better quality and more efficient care for these types of services.  The population served by this facility is 6,500 which include the city of Platte and surrounding counties of Aurora, Brule, Charles Mix, Douglas and Gregory.   
“Platte Health Center’s existing structures have served the community well for nearly 40 years,” said Mark Burket, Chief Executive Officer for the Platte Community Memorial Hospital, Inc.  “Changes and advancements in medicine have been significant in recent years and this project will enable Platte Health Center to continue its growth in outpatient services, new medical technology and provide updated health care delivery for inpatient services.  USDA Rural Development programs have granted us the opportunity to continue serving the population’s health care needs far into the future.” 
USDA Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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