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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

BDM RURAL WATER SYSTEM EXPANDS TO THE CITY OF HECLA 
AND SURROUNDING RURAL HOUSEHOLDS
(Huron, South Dakota – August 30, 2007) – Mike Jaspers, State Director of the USDA Rural Development Office in South Dakota today presented the BDM Rural Water System with a ceremonial check in the amount of $1,785,000 for system expansion.
“The city’s present water supply is from wells which exceed maximum arsenic containment levels,” said Jaspers.  “USDA Rural Development applauds the BDM Rural Water System for their active role in bringing quality water into parts of rural South Dakota.  This project will assist 225 new users in the City of Hecla and surrounding households.”  
This project includes the installation of new piping from the BDM treatment plant to the City of Hecla.  New pipe will also be installed to connect the new customers to the existing BDM system.  
The federal funds include a USDA Rural Development water and waste disposal grant in the amount of $1,210,000 and a loan of $575,000.  These funds were leveraged with a $300,000 state grant and an applicant contribution of $15,600.  Total project cost is $2,100,600.

 “We are all very excited to finally get this project funded and look forward to serving the Hecla area and Town of Hecla,” said David Wade, Manager for the BDM Rural Water System.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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